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Village corporation joins
with Nature Conservancy

BAY TIMES STAFF
aditor@alaskenewspapers.com

The board of directors for Koliganek
Natives Ltd,, the village corporation estab-
lished for the Native people of Koliganek
under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act, recently designated all of its land hold-
ings as areserve for wild salmon.

Keoliganek owns 92,000 acres of land in
the Nushagak River watershed.

The reserve is a temporary designation
pending the completion of a corporate land
planning process that will assess the habitat
and subsistence value of each section of cor-
porate land, a news release said.

The temporary designation establishes
guidelines to govern land management
while the corporation assesses habitat. The
Nature Conservancy in Alaska and the
Nushagak-Mulchatna/Wood-Tikchik Land
Trust are assisting the corporation.

The process began in 2005 when the vil-
lage of Koliganek participated in the devel-
opment of a traditional-use area conserva-
tion plan for the Nushagak River watershed.
The plan, published by the Nushagak-
Mulchatna Watershed Council and the
Nature Conservancy in 2007, reflects a
regionwide approach to protecting subsis-

PARTNERSHIP OF PROTECTION

Koliganek creates wild fish reserve
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Herman Nelson, left. and Elia Ishnook discuss a map of Koliganek Natives Ltd. land holdings during a

meeting in Koliganek,

tence resources.

Residents and elders selected by the wl—
lage helped gather information about tradi-
tional uses and place names for the region.
The information they provided was used to
develop maps of areas on corporate lands
that were identified by participants as
important for subsistence and tor the spe-
cies upon which people depend. This data-

base of traditional knowledge will be com-
bined with other resource databases to
provide Koliganek with a useful planning
tool.

“Salmon are the most important species
for our people, and we know thatour corpo-
ration lands have habitat that is important
for salmon and for the other fish and ani-
mals that we eat,” said Koliganek board

president Herman Nelson. “We need to
know the important places and put them on
a map so that we can make future decisions
about our land with that knowledge. This
will take time, so in the meantime the vil-
lage corporation board asked the Nature
Conservancy to help us develop guidelines
to follow while we are looking at our lands
and making the maps we need. Most of the
guidelines are really things we already do,
but we wanted to put them into writing so
that other landowners in the watershed
know what we are doing.”

Tim Troll, the Southwest Alaska program
director for the Nature Conservancy in
Alaska, is helping Koliganek with the proj-
ect.

“The Salmon reserve that Koliganek
Natives established on its lands, albeit tem-
porary for now, is an important step in try-
ing to prevent the legal partition of land that
has occurred in the Nushagak watershed
over the last 40 vears from resulting in habi-
tat fragmentation,” Troll said. “All landown-
ers in the watershed — village corporations,
regional corporations, the state and federal

ernment— have to plan together if what
happened to salmon in the Lower 48 is to be
avoided on the Nushagak. The important
and hopefully groundbreaking step that
Koliganek is taking here is a statement that
they are not going to ask others to do on
their lands what Koliganek is not also will-
ing to do on its own lands.”
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Plannlng Tradltlonal Knowledge




Digitize Traditional Knowledge

Nushagak River Watershed Traditional Use
Area Conservation Plan

Nushagak-Muichatna Watershed Council
November, 2007
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Scientific Understanding of Salmon Habitat
University of Montana Riverscape Analysis

Scoring Criteria
Main Channel
Secondary Channel

Tertiary Channel
Cutbank into trees

- : Wetlands
Orthofluvial ‘ Spring head

Pond Spring brook
: Eddy
Back water

Confluence w/
tributary

Island




River Complexity - example
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Wetlands and Floodplain




Scoring Formula

River Features Traditional Wetlands Floodplain
* Backwater Knowledge « percentage « percentage

* Channels * Villages +
* Confluence + * Fishing +

* Eddy * Hunting

* Island » Historic Sites

Scored Sections

_ *Very High * Medium
T hign . Low
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Native Allotment Prioritization

Nushagak—Mulchatna Watershed Native Allotment
Evaluation: A Report to the Nushagak—Mulchatna
Wood—Tikchik Land Trust and The Nature
Conservancy in Alaska

Legenil
o5 Subwatersheds
Biological Thversity
02
3-4
6-8
a 4-11
;| 1-1s

T.-Native allotment Biological Diversiiy scores.

Michael Wiedmer, Malma Consulting
December 2007




Native Allotment Prioritization

Evaluated 300+
Native Allotments
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Land Exchange — Allotment within
Village Corporation Lands
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AKAA DOTTE4A
J9.7 Acres

Approx_ Land Area
(minus River and Creek)
Section 5

~ 530 acres
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« KNL President and BBHLT
Chair signed land
exchange agreement on
December 4, 2014

Community Empowerment

Susan Flensburg, Bristol Bay Native Association

Tim Troll, Bristol Bay Heritage Land Trust




